
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Perfecting the ‘O’

After many years of self-taught bumbling, I have finally found a calligraphy teacher.  At my initial session, my eighty-year old instructor lectured me for an hour on the importance of learning the letter “o.”   “O” it seems, is the foundation of all letters in the alphabet.  From it comes the arcs in “c” and “a” and “e”, the balance of the “n” and the  “m” and even the proportion of “t” and “b.”  If your “o” is crooked or malformed or ill conceived, then it will show in the other letters of your alphabet.  Most importantly, your alphabet must be based on the same proportion and shape as your “o” – whether it is slanted in an elegant Italic, a fractured Gothic,  or a rounded Roman.  

 
So, too, from the perfectly shaped “o” of biblical stories emerge the theologies which form the foundation of our faith and practice.  From the arc of creation stories, we comprehend the love of God; from Paul’s adventures and first century mishaps, we shape ecclesiology; from Daniel’s fantastic dreams, we form eschatology,  and on jagged edges of the crucifixion tales, we embrace the wonder of christology.  


Yet too few today are ready immediately to explore philosophical depths.  At the same time, too many of us hold tenaciously to doctrinal assertions without searching for  common ground.  Thus, storytelling serves a dual purpose: stories invite exchange absent  denominational or arid philosophical disputes.  Biblical stories communicate our tradition to those unfamiliar with our faith.  Moreover, in an era when biblical illiteracy is the norm, the art of telling invites others to know the Divine Giver of these stories.   As St. Augustine aptly noted, our “hearts are restless” until they find rest in God.  Stories invite others to see the heart of our gracious and healing God and to find rest there.  


As an organization that is devoted to the power of the divine story, the Network of Biblical Storytellers (“NBS”) serves as a community to encourage biblical storytelling across diverse faith traditions.  NBS’ scholarly emphasis ensures that the basic shape of the “o” remains constant, so that the divine stories are not misshapen by human performers.   
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